
A Brief Study on
End Times Prophecy

Session 1: Setting the Stage



Study Guide

Setting the 
stage – identify 
players & define 
terms

01
Revelation 
account (Ch 6- 
20) – Seals, 
trumpets, bowls 

02
Tribulation 
Details – 
Daniel’s 70 
weeks

03
Millennial 
Kingdom – Rev. 
20 – Literal, 
spiritual

04



Setting the 
Stage – New 
Testament

• Matt. 24 | Mark 13 | Luke 21
• Destruction of temple

• Signs of the Times & “End of the Age”

• Great Tribulation

• Coming of the Son of Man

• Parable of the Fig Tree

• No one Knows the Day or Hour

• Faithful & Evil Servant 

• I Corinthians 15
• Our Final Victory

• Last Enemy Destroyed 

• I Thes. 4 & 5 & II Thes. 2
• Day of the Lord

• Great Apostasy 

• Revelation
• CH 6-8: 7 Seals and scrolls

• CH 8-9: 7 Angles with trumpets

• CH 15-16: 7 Bowl of Judgement

• CH 20: Millennial Reign

• CH 21-22: Return of Christ, New Heaven & Earth



Setting the Stage – 
Old Testament

• Ezekiel

• Abomination of temple (CH 8)

• Israel Restored (CH 39)

• Millennial/New Temple (CH 40-48)

• Daniel

• Visions (CH 2 – Naz. Image | CH 7 – 4 
beast)

• 70 Weeks (CH 9)

• Prophecy of End Times (CH 12)

• Isaiah

• Millennial kingdom (CH 11)

• Joel

• Day of the Lord (CH 2) 



Beasts of Daniel CH 7

• 1. The First Animal – like a lion 
with eagle’s wings, this represents 
the Neo-Babylonian Empire which 
began in 626 B.C. and ended in 
539 B.C., the lion with eagle’s 
wings is Babylon’s national symbol 
and the gates of the city were 
decorated with lions and dragons

• 2. The Second Animal – a bear 
with three ribs in its mouth, this 
represents the Medo-Persia Empire 
which conquered three nations: 
Egypt in 586 B.C, Lydia in 547 
B.C., and Babylon in 539 B.C.

• 3. The Third Animal – a leopard 
with four wings and four heads, 
this represents the Greek Empire 
from 331 B.C. to 168 B.C., which 
had four divisions and four leaders, 
Lysimachus in the north, Ptolemy 
in the south, Cassander in the 
west, and Selucius in the east

• 4. The Fourth Animal – strong 
beast with iron teeth and ten 
horns, this represents the Roman 
Empire from 168 B.C. to 476 A.D.



Defining Terms

Armageddon Eschatology
Premillennial 

(premil)
Postmillennial 

(postmil)
Amillennial (Amil)

Preterists, 
Historicists, 

Idealists, Futurists

Replacement 
Theology

Millennial 
Kingdom

Pretribulation 
(pretrib)

Postribulation 
(posttrib)

Midtribulation 
(Midtrib)

Wrath-tribulation

Tribulation Great Tribulation Daniel’s 70 weeks
70 AD 

Destruction of 
Jerusalem

Day of the Lord



Eschatology
• What Is Eschatology? The word eschatology stems 
from the Greek word eschatos, meaning “last” or 
“final,” and pertains to the study of the last or the end 
of things—namely, the end times, or the final judgment 
and destiny of humanity. 

• “Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and 
the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand 
mill; one will be taken and the other left. Therefore keep 
watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come” (Matthew 24:40-42).

•  And finally, we have the entirety of the apocalyptic 
Book of Revelation, a vision given to the apostle John 
by Jesus Christ through an angel, which recounts in 
vivid detail the final days and the pending showdown 
between God and Satan

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+24:40-42
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+24:40-42
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+24:40-42


Armageddon
And I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs come out of the mouth of the 
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, 
and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet. or they are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the 
kings of the earth and of the whole world, 
to gather them to the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a 
thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame. And he gathered 
them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon. Rev. 16:13-
16 (KJV)



Day of the Lord
The Day of the Lord is that period of time 
that encompasses God’s wrath upon the 
earth, the return of Christ, the millennial 
kingdom, and the creation of the new 
heavens and the new earth. Most of the 
times it is mentioned, it referred to the 
period of God’s wrath, the seven years 
Jesus called the Tribulation.

• Alas for the day! For the day of the 
LORD is near, and it will come as 
destruction from the Almighty. (Joel 
1:15)

• For the day is near, even the day of 
the LORD is near; It will be a day of 
clouds, A time of doom for the 
nations. (Ezekiel 30:3)

The Day of the Lord by John Martin



Tribulation

The tribulation is a future seven-year period of time when God will finish His discipline of 
Israel and finalize His judgment of the unbelieving world. The church will not be present 
during all, part or none (?) of the tribulation



The Great Tribulation

• The Great Tribulation is prophesied to last 
42 months (Revelation 11:2; Revelation 13:5), 
1,260 days (Revelation 11:3) and “a time, and 
times, and half a time” (Revelation 
12:14; Daniel 12:7).

• Christ Himself used the phrase "Great 
Tribulation" with reference to the last half of 
the Tribulation (Matthew 24:21)



70 AD 
Destruction of 
Jerusalem

• The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70 & was an unquestionably 
traumatic event in the history of the Jewish people 

• Jesus foretells of the destruction during Olivet Discourse
• The siege of Jerusalem lasted 5 months 
• The number of dead was one and a quarter million. Area of Jerusalem at time of siege was a 

third of a square mile. Many Jews came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover became trapped. 
• Probably the numbers are exaggerated by Josephus The Jewish war would have kept many Jews 

away from Jerusalem. Many Jewish deaths were due to factional fighting. 



Replacement Theology

Replacement theology is the view that the church is the new or 
true Israel that has permanently replaced or superseded Israel 
as the people of God.  Another term for replacement theology is 
supersessionism



Millennial 
Kingdom

The millennial kingdom is the title given to the 1,000-year reign of Jesus 
Christ on the earth. Some seek to interpret the 1,000 years in an allegorical 
manner. They understand the 1,000 years as merely a figurative way of saying 
“a long period of time,” not a literal, physical reign of Jesus Christ on the 
earth.  Rev. 20
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Revelation Account 
-
Seals, Trumpets, 
Bowls 
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