Grace and Mercy in the Bible: Definitions, Differences, and
Examples

Introduction

Grace and mercy are two foundational themes throughout the Bible. Christians often speak of
God’s grace and God’s mercy in the same breath, yet these terms have distinct meanings. Both grace and
mercy flow from God’s love, but they describe different aspects of how God relates to humanity. In simple
terms, mercy is God’s compassion that withholds the punishment we deserve, while graceis God’s
generous favor that gives us blessings we could never deserve.

This report will explore the definitions of grace and mercy according to Scripture, key Bible verses
illustrating each, their theological differences, examples in the Old and New Testaments, insights from
respected Christian thinkers, and how these concepts apply in Christian life and doctrine today.

Definitions of Grace and Mercy in Scripture

Grace: God’s “Unmerited Favor”

In biblical terms, grace is the unearned kindness or favor of God toward people. The New Testament Greek
word for grace is charis, which means favor or gift. Grace is often defined by Christians as “unmerited favor”
- a good gift that we did not earn and do not deserve. Scripture highlights that salvation itself is an act of
God's grace: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith... it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Grace is
God giving to us out of His goodness. This includes forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and every spiritual
blessing, all given freely because of Christ’s work on our behalf. Jesus Christ is described as the
embodiment of God’s grace: “The Word became flesh... full of grace and truth... From His fullness we have all received
grace upon grace” (John 1:14, 16 ESV). In short, grace is God blessing us generously even though we have no
merit of our own. It is “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense,” as one popular acrostic summarizes.

Mercy: God’s “Compassionate Forgiveness”

Mercy, on the other hand, is God’s compassion, patience, and forgiveness in the face of our wrongdoing or
misery. The main New Testament Greek word for mercy is eleos, meaning pity or compassion. In the Old
Testament, God’s mercy is often expressed by the Hebrew word hesed, commonly translated as “steadfast
love” or “lovingkindness,” emphasizing God’s loyal, compassionate love for His people. Mercy is
essentially God not giving us the judgment or penalty we do deserve. It is His leniency and forbearance
toward sinners. For example, the Bible frequently praises God’s mercy in statements like: “The LORD is
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (Psalm 103:8, ESV). In His mercy,
God withholds the punishment for sin, offering forgiveness instead. The clearest demonstration is that
while humans deserved condemnation for sin, God provided a way for us to be spared. “God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in trespasses” (Ephesians 2:4-5). Mercy is often linked to
God's forgiveness — His willingness to cancel debts of sin and show compassion to the repentant. In
summary, mercy is God’s pity and restraint toward us: He sees our distress and does not give us the
penalty we rightly deserve.

Key Biblical Verses Illustrating Grace and Mercy
Both the Old and New Testaments abound with verses celebrating God’s grace and mercy. Here are some
key Scriptures that highlight each concept:

Key Biblical Verses Illustrating Grace and Mercy
Verses on God’s Grace



o Ephesians 2:8-9 - “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (NKJV)

e John 1:16-17 - “And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses,
but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” (NKJV)

e 2 Corinthians 12:9 — “And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” (NKJV)

e Romans 3:24 - “Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” (NKJV)

e 1Corinthians 15:10 - “But by the grace of God I amwhat I am, and His grace toward me was not invain.” (NKJV)

Verses on God’s Mercy

e Lamentations 3:22-23 — “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.” (NKJV)

e Psalm 103:8, 10 - “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy... He has not dealt
withus according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities.” (NKJV)

e Ephesians 2:4-5 - “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).” (NKJV)

e Titus 3:5 = “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” (NKJV)

e Hebrews 4:16 — “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.” (NKJV)

e Matthew 5:7 - “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” (NKJV)

e James 2:13 - “For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”
(NKJV)

These verses (among many others) illustrate how grace and mercy are consistently portrayed in Scripture:
grace as God’s gift of favor and mercy as God’s compassion in withholding judgment. Often the two are
mentioned together, painting a full picture of God’s love. For instance, “The LORD is gracious and full of
compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy” (Psalm 145:8).

Theological Differences Between Grace and Mercy

Theologically, grace and mercy are closely related attributes of God, but they focus on different truths. A
helpful way to remember the difference is: mercy is God not punishing us as we deserve, while grace is
God blessing us as we don’t deserve. In other words, mercy withholds a punishment or consequence
that is justly due, and grace gives a gift or benefit that is utterly unwarranted. Both of these actions spring

from God’s unconditional love, yet they operate in distinct ways in our salvation and relationship with
God.

The coinanalogy is often used to explain this: grace and mercy are two sides of the same coin - and that coin
is God’s love. On one side, mercy is God’s compassionate love reaching out to the weak and miserable,
relieving their distress. On the other side, grace is God’s generous love reaching out to the unworthy,
lavishing goodness on them. Another way to put it: “Mercy is a compassionate love to the weak, and grace is a
generous love to theunworthy”. Mercy addresses the misery of our condition (our guilt and suffering due to sin),
while grace addresses our unworthiness by granting us blessings we could never earn.

Importantly, grace and mercy work in harmony rather than contradiction. In saving us, God is both
merciful and gracious: He mercifully forgives our sins, sparing us from the judgment we deserve (because
Jesus took that judgment upon Himself), and He graciously reconciles us to Himself, granting us a place
in His family and the riches of eternal life. As one source explains, “Mercy takes us to the path of forgiveness, while
grace leads us to reconciliation”. Theologically, mercy is often associated with God’s justice - He tempers



justice with mercy, delaying or foregoing punishment - whereas grace is associated with God’s
generosity — He extends favor and help abundantly. Yet neither grace nor mercy violates God’s
righteousness. At the cross, God’s justice and mercy meet: through Jesus’ sacrifice, God can be merciful to
sinners (because their penalty was paid) and gracious in offering them salvation as a free gift. As
theologian J.I. Packer noted, God is not obligated to show grace or mercy to anyone; it is His sovereign
choice. “Some sinners receive justice, some receive non-justice (grace), but no sinner receives injustice”, Packer observed,
underscoring that when God shows mercy or grace, it is a free, voluntary act of love. Both grace and mercy,
then, glorify God’s goodness: mercy highlights God’s compassion and patience, and grace highlights
God’s generosity and favor.

Examples of Grace and Mercy in the Old Testament

Throughout the Old Testament, God repeatedly demonstrates both mercy and grace in His dealings with
individuals and with Israel as a whole. These examples set the stage for how we understand God’s
character:

e God’s Mercy in the Old Testament: From the beginning, God showed mercy in sparing people
who deserved judgment. For instance, after the first sin, Adam and Eve did not die immediately on
the day they sinned - God mercifully provided a covering and promised a future Redeemer
(Genesis 3:21, 3:15). Later, when God sent a great flood, “Noah found grace (favor) in the eyes of the
LORD” (Genesis 6:8, KJV) and was saved in the ark — a combination of mercy (rescuing Noah from
deserved destruction along with the rest of sinful humanity) and grace (giving Noah favor to carry
out God’s plan). The story of the Exodus brims with God’s mercy: though the Israelites repeatedly
doubted and disobeyed, God was “merciful and gracious, slow to anger” (Exodus 34:6) and did not
destroy them. He forgave them upon Moses’ intercession (Exodus 32-34) — an act of mercy — and
continued to guide and provide for them - an act of grace. King David is a prime example of
receiving God’s mercy and grace. After David’s grave sins of adultery and murder, God in mercy
did not take David’s life or throne immediately. When David repented (Psalm 51), God forgave him
(mercy), and even maintained His covenant to bring the Messiah from David’s lineage (grace). As
David himself marveled, “He [God] has not dealt with us according to our sins” (Psalm 103:10) — a statement
of mercy. Time and again, Israel’s history shows God’s mercy in withholding full judgment when
they deserved it - for example, sparing them in the time of the Judges, or sending prophets to warn
rather than wiping them out — and God’s grace in giving blessings they did not merit - such as
the Promised Land, victory over enemies, and His abiding presence among them (e.g. the Ark of
the Covenant and Temple).

e God’s Grace in the Old Testament: Although the term “grace” is more explicitly developed in the
New Testament, the concept of God’s unmerited favor is very much present in the Old Testament.
God’s choice of Abraham is an act of grace - there was nothing special Abraham did to earn God’s
call; it was God’s gracious initiative to bless him and, through his seed, bless all nations (Genesis
12:1-3). Throughout Israel’s journey, God’s favor rests on them not because of their righteousness
(Deuteronomy 7:7-8 emphasizes God’s love and oath, not Israel's merit) - this is grace. Even the
system of sacrifice under the Law can be seen as grace, providing a way for sins to be atoned
through a substitute rather than the sinner paying the price in fulll. When the city
of Nineveh repented at Jonah’s preaching, God mercifully relented from destroying them, and
graciously spared this foreign city (Jonah 3:10) — much to Jonah’s surprise, who acknowledged God
is “a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Jonah 4:2). The Old
Testament often pairs gracious and merciful to describe God (e.g. Nehemiah 9:17, Joel 2:13), showing
He has consistently been both. In summary, the Old Testament records God’s mercy in forgiving
and withholding wrath from sinners, and God’s grace in blessing people with covenants,
protection, and promises of redemption despite their failures. These narratives foreshadow the
even fuller display of grace and mercy in Christ.



Examples of Grace and Mercy in the New Testament

In the New Testament, God’s grace and mercy are revealed most fully through Jesus Christ. The life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus are the ultimate demonstration of a God who is both merciful and gracious
toward sinners. Here are a few key examples:

The Cross — Mercy and Grace Meet: At the cross of Christ, we see God’s mercy and grace in
action. In His mercy, God did not give us the punishment we deserved; instead, Jesus bore the
wrath for our sins. In His grace, God gives us eternal life and forgiveness as a free gift because of
Jesus’ sacrifice. Romans 5:8-9 puts it this way: “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have
now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through Him!” God’s mercy
spared us from wrath; God’s grace justifies and saves us. Ephesians 2:4-8 (quoted earlier) explicitly
ties God’s “great love” to His rich mercy and then concludes “by grace you have been saved.” The two
work hand-in-hand in our salvation.

Jesus®  Ministry of Compassion: During  Jesus’ earthly ministry, He often
demonstrated mercy through acts of healing and forgiveness. Many who sought healing cried
out, “Lord, have mercy on us!” (e.g. Matthew 20:30-34), and Jesus showed compassion by healing
them. When confronted with sinners, Jesus was merciful: forgiving the woman caught in adultery
instead of condemning her (John 8:11), or eating with tax collectors and sinners to bring them
repentance (Matthew 9:10-13). In these actions, Jesus embodies God’s merciful heart. At the same
time, every miracle and teaching of Jesus also showed grace - each healing was an undeserved gift
to the suffering, each truth He taught was a gracious revelation of God. The parable of the
prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32) is a powerful illustration Jesus gave of both mercy and grace. In the
story, a father welcomes back his wayward son. The father shows mercy by compassionately
forgiving the son’s wrongdoing (instead of disowning or punishing him), and he shows grace by
restoring the son to full honor in the family, even celebrating with a feast and robe that the son
certainly didn’t earn. As one commentary summarizes, the father “shows mercy by forgiving his wayward
son and grace by restoring him to a place of honor and celebration”. Jesus intended this father to represent
God, who rejoices to receive and richly restore repentant sinners.

Changed Lives — Grace Transforming Sinners: The New Testament church provides many
examples of individuals who received God’s mercy and grace. The Apostle Paul (Saul) often
spoke of himself as a trophy of grace and mercy. Paul had been a violent persecutor of the church, “a
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man,” yet, as he says, “I was shown mercy” and “the grace of our Lord
was poured out on me abundantly” (1 Timothy 1:13-14 NIV). God’s mercy withheld the punishment Paul
deserved for persecuting Jesus’ followers, and God’s grace not only forgave him but made him an
apostle of the gospel. Paul never forgot that dynamic: “By the grace of God I am what 1 am” (1
Corinthians 15:10). Another example is Peter: after Peter denied Jesus three times, he wept bitterly
in remorse. Jesus, after His resurrection, showed Peter mercy by not condemning him for this
failure, and showed grace by reinstating Peter and commissioning him to care for the flock (John
21:15-19). Likewise, the thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43) received extraordinary mercy and grace
in his final moments - Jesus mercifully pardoned his sins and graciously promised him paradise,
even though the man could do nothing to earn it. Page after page of the New Testament, especially
in the Gospels and Acts, reveal God’s mercy wherever Jesus forgives sins or shows compassion
(e.g. Luke 7:47-50, Mark 5:19), and God’s grace wherever God’s blessings flow freely (e.g. Acts
15:11 “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved”, and the sharing of spiritual gifts
in the church by the “grace given” to each, Romans 12:6). The New Testament concludes with
believers praising the “God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) and looking forward to Christ’s return
bringing the fullness of grace (1 Peter 1:13), all the while relying on God’s mercy to keep them in
the faith (Jude 1:21). Clearly, in both Old and New Testaments, God consistently reveals Himself
as “merciful and gracious”, offering forgiveness and favor to undeserving people.

Insights from Christian Theologians on Grace and Mercy



Christian theologians and scholars throughout history have reflected deeply on the meanings of grace and
mercy, often to help clarify these concepts for believers. Here are a few insights and distinctions they have

noted:

“Unmerited Favor” vs. “Withheld Punishment™ Many teachers echo the simple formula
distinguishing grace and mercy. As one concise summary puts it: “Mercy is not getting what we deserve,
and grace is receiving a gift we don’t deserve”In other words, mercy deals with deserved
punishment (avoiding it), while grace deals with undeserved blessings (receiving them). This
definition is widespread in Christian teaching - you'll hear it from pastors, in Bible studies, and in
many theological writings because it so neatly captures the difference. Dr. Harold
Willmington’s Guide to the Bible paraphrases it this way: “mercy is the act of withholding deserved
punishment, while grace is the act of endowing unmerited favor.”

J.I. Packer on God’s Grace: The respected theologian J.I. Packer described grace as “love freely
shown toward guilty sinners, contrary to their merit and indeed in defiance of their demerit”. He explains that it
is God showing goodness to those who deserve only severity (punishment). In other words,
grace means God treats us with overwhelming kindness when all we deserved was judgment. This
highlights that grace is totally undeserved - even “in defiance of our demerit” — and magnifies our
wonder at salvation. Packer emphasizes that once a person truly realizes their own ill-desert (how
they actually deserve wrath) and then grasps God’s grace, they are “swept off their feet with
wonder and joy”. By contrast, while Packer doesn’t define mercy in that quote, we can infer: if grace
is God’s goodness to the undeserving, mercy is God’s goodness to the helpless and the afflicted,
sparing them sorrow. In systematic theology terms, “Mercy is God’s goodness toward those in misery and
distress; Grace is God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment.” This distinction (articulated by
theologian Wayne Grudem and others) shows that mercy is especially linked to God relieving our
misery, and grace is God extending favor despite our guilt. Both are facets of His goodness.
Donald Barnhouse on Grace: Pastor Donald Grey Barnhouse expressed grace in a memorable
way: “Love that goes upward is worship, love that goes outward is affection; love that stoops is grace” His
point was that God’s grace is His stooping down in love to help those who cannot rise to Him. God
“stooped” to our level in sending Christ — an ultimate act of grace toward the undeserving. This
aligns with the Apostle Paul’'s words, “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sake He became poor” (2 Corinthians 8:9). God’s love bending down to lift us up is a
beautiful image of grace.

Mercy and Justice — A Tension Resolved in Christ: Theologians also discuss how mercy relates
to God’s justice. By definition, mercy means God is not giving justice to us in the form of
punishment - instead He is being compassionate. Some have wrestled: How can a just God simply
forgive? Christian teaching has answered that at the cross, God’s justice was satisfied (through the
atoning sacrifice of Christ) so that God can be both “just and the justifier” of those who have
faith (Romans 3:26). As pastor and author John Stott wrote, “the essence of sin is man substituting
himself for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting Himself for man.” In Jesus, God’s
justice and mercy meet: justice fell on Jesus so mercy could be extended to us. Therefore, God’s
mercy toward us is not a cheap overlooking of sin, but a costly forgiveness that upholds justice
through Christ. This doctrinal insight safeguards the idea that God’s mercy doesn’t negate His
righteousness - it fulfills it in a surprising way. Or as 18th-century theologian Jonathan Edwards
put it, at the cross “mercy and truth meet together, righteousness and peace kiss each other”
(echoing Psalm 85:10).

“Sola Gratia” — Grace Alone: During the Protestant Reformation, grace was a central theme.
Reformers like Martin Luther and John Calvin insisted on sola gratia, meaning we are saved
by grace alone. They emphasized that no human effort or merit contributes to salvation - it is
entirely the gift of God’s grace from start to finish. This theological stance was in direct contrast
to any idea that we could merit God’s favor. Mercy, too, was implicit in their teaching, as they
recognized all humanity deserved judgment, but God in mercy provided salvation. John Calvin



described the human condition as one where, if not for God’s mercy, we would remain in despair;
and he described grace as God’s active favor rescuing and regenerating us. Thus, classic Christian
theology consistently upholds a merciful God who does not treat us as we deserve, and a gracious
God who blesses us far beyond what we deserve. Both aspects are essential to understanding the
gospel.

In summary, Christian thinkers help us see clearly that mercy and grace are distinct but inseparable in
God’s work. Mercy is God’s compassionate forgiveness and grace is God’s unconditional favor. Together,
they illuminate the wonder of what God has done for us in Christ. As one resource neatly concluded: “Mercy
withholds the knife from the heart of Isaac; Grace provides a ram in the thicket. Mercy runs to forgive the prodigal son; Grace
throws a party upon his return.” Each paints part of the picture of God’s love.

Application in Christian Life and Doctrine Today
Understanding grace and mercy is not just a theoretical exercise - it deeply affects Christian life and
practice. These truths shape how believers relate to God, how we see ourselves, and how we treat others:

Humility and Gratitude: Recognizing that we are saved by God’s grace and mercy alone fosters
profound humility. We cannot boast in our salvation or our standing before God (Ephesians 2:8-
9) because “this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God”. All we have is by grace. Likewise, knowing
we deserved judgment but received mercy keeps us contrite and thankful. The Apostle Paul
wrote, “Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded” (Romans 3:27). Instead of pride, the Christian life is
marked by gratitude — we live in thankfulness for God’s amazing grace (“Amazing grace, how
sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!”) and tender mercy. Each day, as Jeremiah wrote, “His
mercies... are new every morning” (Lam. 3:23), which gives us continual reasons to give thanks. A
believer aware of God’s grace and mercy will echo the words of 1 Corinthians 15:10, “By the grace of
God I amwhat I am,” and like the forgiven tax collector will pray, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner” (Luke
18:13). This produces a spirit of worship rather than self-righteousness.

Assurance and Hope: The doctrines of grace and mercy provide assurance to Christians. If our
relationship with God were based on our performance, we would have no security. But because it
is based on grace — God’s unchanging gift in Christ — we can be confident in salvation. Romans
5:1-2 declares that through Christ “we have obtained access by faith into this gracein which we
stand.” We stand in grace, meaning our footing before God is secure, held by His grace. Likewise,
God’s mercy means that when we do sin or fail, God is ready to forgive when we repent (1 John
1:9) - His patience has not run out. Knowing God is merciful keeps us from despair when we fall
short. Hebrews 4:16 encourages believers to approach “the throne of grace” boldly to receive
mercy and find grace for help - implying that even in our weaknesses and needs, we can always
run to God for forgiveness and help. This gives us hope and confidence in daily life and in facing
eternity, because God’s grace and mercy, not our perfection, are the basis of our salvation.
Transformation and Sanctification: God’s grace not only saves but also trains and empowers us
to live a godly life. Titus 2:11-12 says, “For the grace of Godhas appeared that offers salvation to all people.
It teaches usto say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly
lives.” Grace is not a free pass to continue in sin; rather, truly receiving grace changes one’s heart.
Out of gratitude, we desire to please God. Moreover, God’s grace includes the gift of the Holy
Spirit and spiritual gifts to serve others (Romans 12:6, 1 Peter 4:10), which enable us to grow in
holiness and love. Mercy, too, has a transforming effect — knowing we’ve been shown great mercy
makes us more merciful and gentle with others. James 2:13 warns us to show mercy to others
because we've received mercy, and Jesus said those who are merciful are blessed and will receive
mercy (Matthew 5:7). In practice, a Christian community shaped by grace and mercy will be
marked by forgiveness, patience, and generosity, rather than judgmentalism or legalism.
Emulating God’s Grace and Mercy: Christians are called to imitate God’s character in our
relationships: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). And while the Bible doesn’t say



“be gracious as your Father is gracious” in those exact words, it does exhort us to act in grace —
showing unearned favor to others. This means we strive to forgive those who wrong us (mercy)
and to bless even those who may not deserve kindness (grace). For example, loving enemies,
praying for those who persecute us, doing good without expecting return - all these reflect God’s
grace (cf. Matthew 5:44-45). In the church, believers are encouraged to speak with grace (“Let your
speech always be gracious” — Colossians 4:6) and to exercise spiritual gifts as “faithful stewards of
God’s grace” (1 Peter 4:10), meaning every talent or ability we share is a matter of God’s grace
flowing through us. When we show compassion to the hurting, forgive someone who hurt us, or
give to meet a need without strings attached, we are exhibiting God’s mercy and grace in action.
This not only helps others but also points them to the character of Christ.

e Doctrine and Worship: In Christian teaching and worship, grace and mercy remain central.
Sermons regularly remind believers of God’s grace as the foundation of the gospel. The doctrine of
justification by grace through faith is a non-negotiable Christian belief. When Christians sing
hymns or worship songs, themes of grace and mercy are frequently on their lips (“Amazing
Grace...”, “Your mercy never fails me..”, etc.). The practice of communion (the Lord’s Supper) is a
repeated reminder of the grace and mercy shown in Christ’s atoning death — we remember His
body and blood given for us, acknowledging it is only by God’s mercy and grace that we are invited
to His table. Thus, these concepts are lived out and celebrated continually.

In summary, grace and mercy shape the entire Christian life. We begin our journey with God by His
mercy and grace, and we continue to depend on that mercy and grace each day. They foster humility,
gratitude, and hope within us. They compel us to extend forgiveness and kindness to others. They assure
us of God’s love even when we stumble. Truly, as Psalm 23:6 declares, “Surcly goodness and mercyshall
followme allthe days of my life, and T will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” The believer sees their life as hemmed
in by God’s mercy behind them (covering all sins and failures) and God’s grace ahead of them (providing
every future blessing). Both now and for eternity, the people of God rejoice in the difference grace and
mercy have made: we are not punished as we deserved (because of God’s mercy), and instead we receive
salvation and eternal joy (because of God’s grace).

Conclusion

Grace and mercy are like twin pillars upholding the Christian faith. To recap, according to Scripture,
mercy is God’s compassion in not treating us as our sins warrant, and grace is God’s free gift of favor and
life to those who could never earn it. The Bible provides abundant illustrations of each - from God sparing
sinners in the Old Testament to the gift of salvation in the New Testament — and teaches that these
attributes, though distinct, work together in God’s plan. Theologically, they underscore different aspects
of God’slove and justice: mercy cancels our debt, grace credits us with riches. Respected Christian teachers
affirm this distinction and magnify the glory of a God who is both merciful and gracious. For believers
today, understanding the difference between grace and mercy is more than an academic exercise; it leads
to deeper appreciation of God, a more robust and balanced faith, and a life that mirrors God’s love to
others. We are called to both receive and give grace and mercy - to rejoice in God’s unmerited favor and
compassionate forgiveness, and to extend the same to those around us. In the end, we worship God as the
Psalmist did, proclaiming: “But You, Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness” (Psalm 86:15).
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