






you believe them, you can not avoid receivingelection. I will read a portion of the 17th arti­cle, upon Predestination and Election: "Predestination to life is the everlastingpurpose of God, whereby (before the founda­tions of the world were laid) he hath con­stantly decreed by his counsel secret to us, todeliver from curse and damnation those whomhe hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, andto bring them by Christ to everlasting salva­tion, as vessels made to honor. Wherefore theywhich be endued with so excellent a benefit ofGod be called according to God's purpose by his Spirit working in due season: they throughgrace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of. God by adoption: theybe made like the image of his only-begottenSon Jesus Christ: they walk religiously ingood works, and at length, by God's mercy,they attain to everlasting felicity." I have only used this article to show you,that if you belong to the Establishment ofEngland, you should at least offer no objectionto this doctrine of predestination. Another human authority whereby I wouldcorrfirm the doctrine of election, is, the oldWaldensian creed. If you read the creed of theold Waldenses, emanating from them in themidst of the burning heat of persecution, youwill see that these renowned professors andconfessors of the Christian faith did mostfirmly receive and embrace this doctrine . asbeing a portion of the truth of God. I havecopied from an old book one of the articles oftheir, faith: "That God saves from corruption and dam-
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nation those whom he has chosen from thefoundations of the world, not for any disposi­tion, faith, or holiness that he foresaw in them,but of his mere mercy in Christ Jesus his Son,passing by all the rest, according to the irrep­rehensiblc reason of his own free-will andjustice." It is no novelty, then, that I am preaching;no new doctrine. I love to proclaim these strongold doctrines, that are called by nickname Cal­vinism, but which are surely and verily the re­vealed truth of God as it is in Christ Jesus. Bythis truth I make a pilgrimage into the past,and as I go, I see father after father, confessorafter confessor, martyr after martyr, standingup to shake hands with me. Were I a Pclagian,or a believer in the doctrine of free-will, Ishould have to walk for centuries all alone.Here and there a heretic, of no very honorablecharacter, might rise up and call me brother.But taking these things to be the standard ofmy faith, I see the land of the ancients peopledwith my brethren; I behold multitudes whoconfess the same as I do, and acknowledge thatthis is the religion of God's own church. I also give you an extract from the old Bap­tist confession. We are Baptists in this congre­gation-the greater part of us at any rate-andwe like to see what our own forefathers wrote.Some two hundred years ago the· Baptists as­sembled together, and published their articlesof faith, to put an end to certain reports againsttheir orthodoxy which had gone forth to theworld. I turn to this old book-and I find thefoHowing as the "3d Article: By the decree of God, for the
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might be selected, wherein either the word 
"elect," or "chosen," or "foreordained," or 
"appointed," is mentioned; or the phrase "my 
sheep," or some similar designation, showing 
that Christ's people are distinguished from the 
rest of mankind. 

But you have concordances, and I will not 
trouble you with texts. Throughout the epis­
tles, the saints are constantly called "the elect." 
In the Colossians we find Paul saying, "Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and be­
loved, bowels of mercies." When he writes to 
Titus, he calls himself, "Paul, a servant of God, 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ,· according to the 
faith of God's elect." Peter says, "Elect accord­
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father." 
Then if you tum to John, you will find he is 
very fond of the word. He' says, "The elder to 
the elect lady;" and he speaks of our "elect 
sister." And we know where it is written, "The 
church that is at Babylon, elected together 
with you." They were not-ashamed of the word 
in those days; they were not afraid to talk 
about it. 

Now-a-days the word has been dressed up 
with diversities of meaning, and persons have 
mutilated and marred the doctrine, so that 
they have made it a very doctrine of devils, I 
do confess; and many who call themselves be­
lievers, have gone to rank Antinomianism. But 
notwithstanding this, why should I be ashamed 
of it, if men do wrest it? We love God's truth 
on the rack, as well as when it is walking up­
right. If there were a martyr whom we loved 
before he came on the rack, we should love 
him more still when he was stretched there. 
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\Vhen God's truth is stretched on the rack, 
we do not call it falsehood. We love not to see 
it racked, but we love it even when racked, 
because we can discern what its proper propor­
tions ought to have been if it had not been 
racked and tortured by the cruelty and inven­
tions of men. 

If you will read many of the epistles of the 
ancient Fathers, you will find them always 
writing to the people of God as "the elect." 
Indeed the common conversational term used 
among many of the churches by the primitive 
Christians to one another, was that of the 
"elect." They would often use the term to one 
another, showing that it was generally believed 
that all God's people were manifestly "elect." 

But now for the verses that will positively 
prove the doctrine. Open your Bibles and turn 
to John, xv. 16, and there you will see that 
Jesus Christ has chosen his people; for he says, 
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re­
main; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it you." Then 
in the 19th verse, "If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own; bnt because ve 
arc not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you." 

Then in the 17th chapter and the 8th and 
9th verses, "For I have given unto them the 
words which thou gavest me, and they have 
received them, and have known surely that I 
came out from thee, and they hm·e believed 
that thou didst send me. I pray for them: J 
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