
The Gods of Ancient Egypt
During Israel's Captivity



Overview
• Ancient Egypt worshiped many gods 

during Israel’s captivity (circa 1800–1446 
BCE).

• Each deity had specific roles related to 
nature, society, kingship, and the afterlife.

• Understanding these gods helps 
contextualize the biblical narrative of 
Exodus.



Ra (Re) – Sun God



Osiris – God of 
Afterlife and 
Resurrection

• Ruled the underworld.

• Judged souls after death.

• Associated with 
agricultural fertility and 
Nile cycles.



Isis – Goddess of Magic, 
Motherhood, and Protection



• Falcon-headed deity; son of Osiris 
and Isis.

• Symbolized royal authority and 
protection.

• Associated with pharaoh’s divine 
power.



Set (Seth) – God of Chaos, 
Storms, and Deserts



Anubis – God of Embalming 
and Funerary Rites



Thoth – God of 
Wisdom, Writing, 
and Knowledge

• Patron deity of scribes 
and scholars.

• Keeper of knowledge, 
writing, mathematics, 
and medicine.

• Recorded judgments in 
the afterlife.



Sobek – Crocodile God 
of Strength and Power



Hathor – Goddess of Joy, 
Music, and Love

• Associated with fertility, motherhood, beauty, and 
festivities.

• Patron goddess of music and dancing.



• God of architects, builders, and 
craftsmen.

• Associated with creativity, 
design, and craftsmanship.



Amun (Amun-Ra) – Hidden 
God of Creation and Kingship



Significance to 
Israel’s Captivity

• Biblical plagues directly challenged Egyptian 
gods:

• Nile to blood: Challenged Hapi.

• Darkness: Challenged Ra.

• Death of firstborn: Challenged Pharaoh’s 
divine status (linked to Horus).

• Demonstrated supremacy of the God of Israel 
over Egyptian deities.

The Ten Plagues of Egypt, as described in the Book of Exodus:

1.Plague of Blood: The Nile River and all other waters in Egypt turned to blood, 
killing all the fish and making the water undrinkable.

2.Plague of Frogs: Frogs emerged from the Nile in massive numbers, infesting 
homes and everything around.

3.Plague of Lice or Gnats: Tiny insects, described as lice or gnats, plagued the 
Egyptians and their livestock.

4.Plague of Flies: Swarms of flies infested Egypt, making life miserable for the 
people.

5.Plague on Livestock: A deadly pestilence killed off a large portion of the 
Egyptians' livestock.

6.Plague of Boils: Painful boils afflicted the Egyptians and their animals.

7.Plague of Hail: A destructive hailstorm, accompanied by fire, destroyed crops 
and property.

8.Plague of Locusts: A massive swarm of locusts devoured what little vegetation 
remained after the hail.

9.Plague of Darkness: A period of intense darkness enveloped Egypt, so thick it 
could be felt.

10.Death of the Firstborn: The final plague resulted in the death of every 
firstborn son in Egypt, both human and animal.
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• Here is a table showing the linkage 
between the ten plagues of Egypt and the 
Egyptian gods directly challenged by 
each plague:

• This table illustrates how each biblical 
plague served as a direct challenge to 
specific Egyptian deities, symbolizing the 
supremacy of the God of Israel over the 
Egyptian gods.

Plague
Biblical 
Reference 
(Exodus)

Egyptian Gods 
Challenged Significance

1. Water turned 
to blood

Exodus 7:14–
25

Hapi, Osiris, 
Khnum

Gods of Nile, fertility, and life 
source

2. Frogs Exodus 8:1–15 Heket Goddess of fertility, represented 
by frogs

3. Gnats (Lice) Exodus 8:16–
19 Geb God of the earth (dust turned to 

gnats)

4. Flies (Swarm) Exodus 8:20–
32 Khepri, Uatchit Gods of creation and protection, 

symbolized by insects

5. Death of 
Livestock Exodus 9:1–7 Hathor, Apis Gods associated with cattle, 

agriculture, and fertility

6. Boils Exodus 9:8–12 Isis, Sekhmet, 
Imhotep Deities of healing and medicine

7. Hail and Fire Exodus 9:13–
35 Nut, Seth, Shu Gods controlling sky, weather, 

and storms

8. Locusts Exodus 10:1–
20

Osiris, Isis, 
Seth

Gods responsible for agriculture, 
harvest, and fertility

9. Darkness Exodus 10:21–
29 Ra (Re), Horus Supreme sun gods; challenged 

their authority over sun and life

10. Death of 
Firstborn Exodus 11–12

Pharaoh 
(Incarnation of 
Horus), Osiris

Direct challenge to Pharaoh’s 
divine authority and Osiris, god 
of life and death



Conclusion

• Understanding Egyptian gods 
illuminates historical and religious 
contexts of Exodus.

• Highlights cultural and theological 
conflicts between Egyptians and 
Israelites.

• Offers deeper insight into biblical 
narratives and ancient worldviews.
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